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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

In our shop we had no modern foundry machinery. The reason wes that only foundries
manufacturing first-class army products (tanks, artillery, emmunition, and other
equipment) were supplied with modern machinery. Small shops such as ours had to
build their own machinery and to rely on castoff equipment from army controlled i
{foundries. . ]

‘In our shop, we designed and built moulding machines and some foundry equipment

for meking cast-iron axle bushings and carriages. We began receiving additional
equipment and machinery when the cast-iron bushings were found suitable for
artillery carriages.

I bave no idea where plants making moulding mechines and sand mirers were
located in the USSR. Such machines were produced as second-class products for
army foundries or for first-class in smaller shops. I did notice that the
machines were copled from patents stolen fror. abroad. They wvere manufactured
very cerelessly and without precision. Just prior to World War II the only
precision machines in our plant were those imported from Germany and the UK. A1l
others were very quick to rust and fail apart. When cue wanted special fire
brick for a foundry such as our's, it had to te obtained on the black market and
the price wae about . 750 rubles for one-hal? ton.

I saw very modern foundry equipment facilities in Poland but only at the COP
(Centrai Industrial Area in Silesia), and again the majority of the machines
were imported from the UK and Germany.

Before 1939, villages, towng, and other settlcq’ents on the Soviet-~Polish border
vere geparated from the border by either a high brick, stone, or vooden fance.
Sometimes oarbed-rire wae also on top of these fences. An area about 200 ft wide
wae cleared of trees and brush and then plougked and smoothed to make visibiiity
clear. On the Soviat side, horder guerds -- probably FXVD -- accompanied: by
watchdogs, performed guard duty. Some of ‘the regions had a ten-mile deep so-called
"po-man's land". All houses, trees, and ouaer obstacles were remcved from this
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6. Durirg 1540, the inhebitants of all gettlements of 800 paople or over ‘in the
Soviet-Polish border area were shipped to central Siberia; and in their place,
Scviets from other Polish territories were gettled. Although these replace-
ments caused a great deal of excitement among inhabitents, they were Pulfilled
by the Soviet administration without effort. Speclal brigades, especially trained
for this type of task, were used. They. also had special equipmeat such as small
windowless freight cars and large truck vans.

7. Roads in this area were of & soft surface without gravel or stone topping and
were impassable during most of the early spring and fall.

8. in this Soviet-Polish border zone, border travel was controlled
very strictly. No civilians were allowed in the border zone. All arriving and
25X1 departing persons to and from border villages were checked , searched, and had their
documents examined. Naturally all houses in these settlements were under constant
control of NKVD border guards.

9. Tkere were no Diesel or fuel 011 burning lciomotives on Polish railroeda. They
414 have a Djesel driven motor called "Luctorpedoes™. The only Diesel locomotives
used by the Soviets were in o1l well ereas such a8 Baku and Batum. Tpis would
indicate that there was definitely a shortage ¢t liquid fuels, lubricants, and
greases for railroading. All oil products such as Diesel 0il, gasoline, greases,
etc, were under a careful distribution Plan. All oil products for automobile and
truck use were distributed under a plan and with permission of the chie? director
of "Naphtha Products Digtribution Administration". OFf course, poorly made
substitutes were sometimes wed; but inasmuch as they were destructive to vehicles,
their users were accused of sabotage and severely punished. Certein lubricants and
greuses often found their way to the black market. Those conducting such a black
market, received severc punishment when caught.

10. In 1940 and 19+1 the Soviets built a 80-Called naphtha base. Tyuis was located ato.t
fiverles_eest from the center of the city of Chortkov [s-ee accompanying sketch - :
Encl (A) 7. Ope side of the naphtha bese was bordered by the railrcad station i
"Wyhnanka Horishna". On another side of the bage wvas the Chortkov-Kopyczynci high-
\ way. Three concrete undergronnd tapks were built, each of about 400 cubic feet
capacity. This was only one of many standard-type bases which were built in meny
placer -~ usually near big cities. For example, I saw another such Naphtha Base,
"Palshiche", a railroad station on the Chortkov-Stanislay raillroad about twenty-five
miles from Stanislav. Petroleum and gasoline stored in thase naphtha bases were
mostly products brought in from the UJSR (Baku ang' Batuin),

11. Railroad gauge used in this area was Soviet gauge rebutlt from European and Us
gauge.

12. The only type of field kitchen uged by the SBoviet Army and/or Air Force was one
large kettle on & two-wheeled cart or trailer. It was used moetly by the Army
Rifle Divisions. Fuel was wood and coal in an oven underneath the large kettle.
I did see several small portable or hand-carried field kitchens, but only at =
distance and I could not aee what type of fuel was used.

13. On the Chortkov-Jagflnica highway, about five miles from Chortkov, tke Soviets
tegan bullding & large airdrome. This was in 1940-41. In July 1941 work was halved
on concrete runways when the German Arzy approached. Bunways were not completed
and not in use, but I wonld gather from the width and thickness of the completed
poriion end from the length of the graded part that the largest of Soviet airrianes ;
could use this field. i

- - end -

Encl (A): - Sketch of city of Chortkov showing the Naptha Base
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 BNCLOSURE (A) CONFIDENTTAL/SECURITY INFORMATION '

SKETCH OF CITY OF CHORTKOV SHOWING THE NAPTHA BASE i
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